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ANNUAL REPORT

PRESENTED TO THE MEMBERS OF THE ST. GECRGE DISTFICT AMATEUR ATHLETIC CLUB AT
THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING HELD IN MRS. COLVIN'S HALL, HURSTVILLE, ON THE
14TH MARCH, 1932,
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GENTLEMEN:

The workings of the club, contained in this, the Hleventh Annual
Report and Balance Sheet for the year ending 26th February, 1932, do not
reflect too favourably on the actual athletic performances during the past
year. Throughout the Distance Seasorn, 5t, George men had to be content with
only minor honours; whilst the Track Team finished iast at its initial attempt
in the "A" Grade Inter-Club Competition. Individually, B5t. George athletes
failed to retain any of their 1930-31 *itles.

It would appear that the club has reached its zenith during the years
1928 to 1930, and a process of rebuilding must immediately follow. ALl
branches of the club will need special attention, and I feel sure that your
club will swiftly show the benefit of such treatment. pespite the loss of
honours the club still maintained the good fellowship that has prevailed in the

past,
Membership: Financial members - Men's Section = 79 {1931 = 58)
; Women's " = 11 (1931 = 14)

Distance Season - Club Events: Ten handicap events were conducted during the
season with an average field of 27.  Although performances were generally of
a high standard, it would appear, by the resulis of open handicaps, that there
are too many of the mbove events, which develop your members into a set groove.
Scratch races increass the runners' judgment and experience, and & slightly
different policy this year would considerably benefit your club. First year
runner Gorden Keep easily won the point score with a total of 49 points, E.
Johnstone was second with 43 points, followed by B. C. Button with 39 points.
Novice runners have had a monopdy of this competition for years pasi now.

5-Miles Movice Club Championship: Held at Kemsington Raceccurse 6th Junme, 1931,

Competing for the third oceasion with your club, G. KXeep (29m. 158, ) registered
a fine performance when he won the above race by 18 secs. from W. Lawrencoe (29m.
33s,). His time created new course record figures by lm. 33s. G Stark
caused surprise by filling third place in 29m. 44s., and ineidentally took out
the sealed handiecap with an allowance of 2m. 458.

5-Miles Senior Road Championship: Held at Hurstville lst August, 193l.
Winner for the past seven years, A. Gainsford did not defend his title, giving
G. Keep his opportunity to excel himself. This grea~ athletic find rose to
the occasion, winning easily in record time. The previous best ctood

to the credit of A. Gainsford at 28m. 17s., Keep chopping 7s. off it. B. C.
Button (28m. 21s.) ram splendidly to f£ill eecond place, his time being only
358. outside the old record. 5. Gainsford (28m. 25s.) third, and winrer of
the sealed handicap also ran well.

Open Handicaps: Your club conducted its own amnual Open Race of 3 miles at
Brighton=le=sands on the 20th June, 1931. 78 entries, of which 55 started
gave ex=St. George rumner W. Liddle, now of Wesiern Suburbs, his chance to
shine. He won narrowly from F. Packwoed (E. 5.) and J. Townsend [Ste Gi )
Fastest time honours went to J. Patterson (Bot.) who clocked 19m, 268.

Throughout the remaining open races your club members failed badly.
FHVﬂ“fablY handicapped and capable of good efforts, yet they repeatedly missed
in the big races, Bert Button registered the besi performance.when he
finished second in the South Sydney 3 miles at Annandale. Starting from the
50secs. mark he raced through the field to goin fastest time honours.
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New Secuth Wales Championships: Novice C. C. C. held at Kensington Race=-
courss Juns 12th, 1931. Your club fielded a confident team in this race,

but were overwhelmed by the splendid combination of the Randwick-Kensington
Club., T. E. Ballard of that Club won the individual honours from Club
mate N. Merchant, and A. Fullerton {B. 8.) Randwick=Kensington totalled
18 pointe az against 5t, George 45 pointe, Your Club team finished as
followes= G. Keap, 8; W. Lawrence, 10; G. Gosling, 133 L. Johnstone, 14.

New South Wales Senior 10,000 Metres C.C,C.3 Hold at Randwick Racecourse,
15th August, 1931, After five successive victories M. J. Mackentie (W.S. )
lowerad hie colours to club mate J. H. Sheaves. Jim Patterson (Bot. )
defeated brother Chris. for second place. Your Club mates did not run

up to expectations, with one exception. Alf. Longhurst filled eleventh
position and won the field handicap on the race. He ran splendidly = &
complete surprise. Club champion G. Keep failed altogether, due to
inexperience, and the team was well beaten by Western Suburbe. Your team
finished as followsi- A. Blyth, 8; A. Longhurst, 11; 8. Gainsford, 13;

B. Button, 14; R. Chadwick, 155 A. Straney, 18.

Now South Wales 10 Miles' Track Championship: Held at Randwick Racecourss
August 22nd, 1931, J. H. Sheaves (W. 5.) repeated his previous week's
offort and won easily from Jim Patterson (Bot.) and F. H. Balley (W, B.)
Displaying improved tactics G. Keep gave a much more impressive display
holding the leaders throughout, oventually running seventh behind Stan.
Gaineford who, worthily upheld brother Allem's reputation. This was
Gainsford's first elub championship win, being runner-up many times
previcusly. Although the team gave Western Suburbe a hard fight in the
teams' race, the holders emerged triumphant. The absenca of A. Blyth and
the surprising failure of R. Chadwick materially affected the result, of
whiech Longhurst, Straney and Lawrence all oxcelled themselves in vain.

Your Club mates finished as followss- 8. Gainsford, 6; G. Keep, 7j

B. Button, 9§ A. Longhurst, 11; A. Straney, l4j W. Lawrence,; 19.

New South Weles 15 Miles' Championships Held at Manly, l2th September,
1931 won by R. Pateman (3. S.) from S. McAlister (S. 5.) and A, G. Williame
(Bot.). The Proud Cup for the winning team went to the all conquering
Western Suburbs, but St, George had very bad luck to lose this event.

When in a good position, and the team well up, 5tan. gainsford retired from
the race with strained leg. This proved disastrous, and despite great
efforts by B. C. Button and A. Stramey the team went down. The latter
athlete ran a surprising race, filling eixth place, a remarkable effort at
his sccond attempt. He also gained second place in the sealed handicape.
Bert, Button retained his 1930 Club honours and the team finisheds-

B. Button, 53 A. Straney, 6; R. Chadwick, 1llj G. Keep, 15.

Track Seasont Club meetings held at Hurstville Oval attracted good fields,
but the unpunctuelity of members caused needless delays through the com=
mencement of each meeting, Point scores to date:i= Track: H. Straney,
25: L, Ellis, 213 F. Gould, 18, Field Gamest B. T. Sadler, 24;

B. Shieles, 183 C. Wilcoxen, 17.

Inter=Club Competitiont Your Club contested wAY and "C" CGrades for the
first time and did not record an actual win in either competition. The
“A" graders, although possibly out of their class, did reasonably, losing
several matehes by narrow margin. With experience gained, the teem will
do much better next season. ne" Grade did not fail in qualiiy, but in
quantity. Insufficient memboers turned out, which was responsible for
the lowly position at the finish.
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Club Championships = Senior Results:=

100 yards F. Gould 10-3/108. | Broed Junp d. Llewellyn 21' 4"
1

gag " F. Gould 22-2 /53, Hels & dum= He Lloasllyn 42" 21°
440 A, Blyth 52 secs., cavelin . Matson 147!

g8l " A. Blyth 2m. 2—-1/108. | Discus W, Mackenzie 113' 5"
1 Mile G. Keep 4m,45-1/125, | 16~1b. Bhot ‘¥, Matoon 20! 53"
3 Miles A. Blyth 15m.54-4/8s, 12-1b, " B, Baddler 34' 34"
1 Mile Wk, M. Moronmey 7m. 58s. | Migh Jump 0. Matson 5 10

3 Miles Wk, M. Moroney  27m.56-1/5e. |

Sprint champion I'rank Gould wae the outstanding personality
during this year's championships, creaiing recorde in both short sprints,
He broke E, F. Groves' 1929 record by 1/10s,, and he easily shattered
H., Bennet's 220 yards by 3/5s. A. Blyth recorded the only hat trick this
year and although he did not create fresh figures, he set a new record when
he retained his 3 miles title. PBlyth is the first athlete to win this
race twice in succession., Bill Mackenzie broke his own discus record

by nearly 2 feet, a good effert into a heavy wind.

Club Championships = Junior Hesults:

3 []]

100 yards A. Robinson 11 secs, Broad Jump C. Gould 19" 4

320 A. Robinson 24m.3/108.| H.B8. & Jump  C. Gould  40' 73"
440 " A. Robinson  56w. 4/58.| High Jump Gy Gould B! 2%"
ggo o 0. Jackson 2m.18~1/58,| 12~1b. Shot €. Kemp 4t 13
1 Mile run 0. Jackson om. 34s. |

A. Robinson won the tripls sprint litle creating fresh figures
in the 220 yards, His time easily broke E. Ellis's 1929 record of 24-4/5s.
Ce Gzrld retained his jumping title, creating a new high jumo record at
57 2%

Dunn Shields This competition was held at University Oval, 5th and 12th
December, 1931, Retained by the holders Randwick-Kensington. Your Club
did not repeat its 1930 performance, scoring only 7% points§ also losing
the four titles gained in that year. A. Blyth filled third place in the
one mile run and gecond in the 880 yards. B. W. Shieles, runner=-up in ‘the
Javelin Throw secured the only other place.

Australian Championshipst: Held at Sydney Cricket Ground 16th January and
the 18th January, 1932, Your Club gsined representations in the New South
Wales' team, for the first time in its track history. A. Blyth, C,llatson.
and B. W. Shieles wore the fortunate men. Blyth ran excjedingly well to
fill fourth and third places in the ono mile and B80 yards run respectively.
In the latter event he made a striking effort to win failing by 2 yards.

His time was lm. 56=4/58., the fastest of hie caresr, 0. Matson fourth,

B. Shieles fifth, competed in the Javelin Throw. Our congratulaticns are
extended to these Club mates who gained their first State Blue. The
mesting, which attracted the ¢ream of Australin's athletes, should have been
of great value to all keen end interested members of the Club.

National Games: Held in Melbourne, January Jet, 1932, 81, George was
reprepented by A. Blyth, who ran right up %o form in the one mile and 880
yardes races, Fifth and fourth weroc his respective places, and his times
were 4m, 28s. and 1lm. 57s. Ho met beiter men, yet gave of his best,
upholding both his State and Club's honour wiih distinction, Thanks are
due to our Club mate Alleyn Gainsford, who mede himvelf responsible for
Blyth's residential and training quarters, @nabling him to concenirate solely
on the games.

State Championships: These were held at the University Oval, 6th, 13th

and 20th February, 1932. Mo fewer thar five individusl and pne rela)




minor placings were recorded by your Club. A. Blyth filled second place
in both one mile and 880 yards rum, thus losing hia 1931 honours. 0.
liatson and W. Mackenzie were runners-up in the Javelin anl Digeus throws
regpoctively. Matson reaching 160 feet, which is his best for many
yoars. Frank Could was the giar for yeur Club, filling second place in
the 220 yards race, Thip is the first ocoasion that a St, George
athlete has gained a place in the shesd gprints of the State, For the
firat time in the Club's history relcy teams competed at full strength.
The one mile Medley Relay team pul up an excellent performanco, by
running Weetern Suburbs to oune yard. at, George were ieading until the
last change, when State champion T. E. Hampson, proved koo strong for

T. CGould. Your team also finished second in the 4 miles relay to Eas’

Sydney.
GENERAL REVIEW OF SLASON'S WORK

Athletically the Club wii runner =up on far too many occmaloni,
Throughout the Distance Season, St. George just failed to finish off ivs
dieplays. A much needed change in the system of racing and traininp
will have to be adopted this coming season, The bright spot of the
winter, was the performance of Gordon Keaps For a new man he displayed
marked sbility, and with the experience gained, should develop into a first
class athlete, He cortainly seems a "Rod in a pickle" for the 1932 Stato
Novice Title, W. Lawrence and E. Johnstone also ran well for first year
men and with C. Stark and . Gosling complete a fine Novice Team. Also
of great promise is J. Townsend, whe lost his Novice status in our own
Open Race., Added to these, the old brigade B. C. Button, 5. Gainsford,
A. Longhurst, A, Straney and R. Chadwick the Club should be capable of
turning the tables this year. Bert Dutton, who nad the best record in
the season's championships, proved a worthy successor to A, Gainesford.

In & matter of points gained and lost the track team failed dismally, but
to my mind the exporience gained was ol great valus, There is a big gar
between "AY and "B" (rades, and you cannot expect to bridge it in one
aeason. Mombers should reflect on the number of close matchos they were
defeated in, and from that gather frosh impatus for next season, The
defeats of Albert Blyth were disappointing, and it is amezing %o record
that he did not win one first class race throughout the season.  Yet
strangely enough he was tho best New South Wales athlete at the Australian
Championships over middle distances. The performances of Frank Gould
have stamped him as the best sprinter 8t. George has yet produced, and his
future career will be one of interest. Ex Junior E, Ellis mede u fine
start in senior ranks and will be 2 great acquisition next scason.
Although H. Llewellyn lecst his sprint form, he croeated frosh broad jump
figures at 21feet 9inches, breaking a five year's old record. Apart Jrom
this athlete, the jumpers wers rather weak. An all round woeakness was
shown in the field games, although individually your Club held its own.

W. Mackenzie performed consistently with the discus throughout, whilst

0. Matson showed improvement with the Javelin. This great old timer
wears very well and is as keen as ever, B. . Shieles disappointed
failing to show the improvement expected, still he is yet a young man
with plenty of ability. Of the juniors, A. Robinson, C. Gould end

A. Howarth showed the most promise. The sprint champion is capable of
excellent performances, which will come with experience and attention ©o
technique. Howarth should develop into a first elass high jumper, having
repeatedly broken the junior figures umofficially this year. As stated
before although the Club has met with litile succesa this year with the
athletes available and attention to proper training, your Club has quite
a good future.
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LADIES ' CLUB

This section had undergone the process of re~building during the
last three months with the result that its athletic deeds are not preat
at {he mement. It i8 too early to forecast the result of the movement, but
tharks to the organising »f Miss Gould and the enthusiasm of the new ladies
it would appear that the Club will be quite successful next season.

Miss A, Dee mcored a triple win in the Championships by winning
the 50 yards, 100 yards and broad jump. For & new member, Miss Harvey
showed promise when she wsn the high jump, whilst the same may be said of
Wiss Celliss who gained the shot putt title.

Result: 50 yards A. Dese  7-1/5s. Broad Jump A, Dee 11 3"
100 A. Dee 13=4/5s. High Jump M. Harvey 4' 4 "

Shot Putt V. Colliss 21' 13"

Gocial Activitiest? The outstanding events of the past year were the first
annual Cabaret Ball and the first Annual Club Emoko. Both were a great succes:
socinlly, and although they were not financially so, the experience gained
will be very valuable in the forthecoming year. The 1932 fixtures aret=
Cabaret Ball, 13th or 20th July, and Club Smoke, 6th April. TFor the latier
function Mr, B. C. Button last year's successful organiser, will supply all

information,

Balence Sheet: Once again the Hon. Treasurer's report shows clearly the
fine way in which the Club'e books and finance are controlled, M though

the actual Gash Balance is a low one, members must realise that with the
numérous assets the Club possesses, added to the fact that all outstanding
liabilities are accounted for, the position is a very satisfactory one,
The [lub cannot thank Mr, Giles {toe much for his efficient work.

Thanks are due 10 those who rendered us support during the year as
followst= Messrs. A. Whelan, £1/10/=; J. J. Walsh, £1/1/-; E. Baksr, 10/-;
G. E. Hasler, 10/6: 8. Wilding, 10/6; R. Kelleher, £1/1/-; G. Wilcoxon,
A. Bsll, E. Brooke and H, Bennett, Total 26/=.

Resignationt The losg of a prominent member comes to 811 Clubs in %ime, but
St. George could i1l afford the defection of its founder and mentor Alleyn
Gainsford. Transferred to the Melbourne offics, by the Matscn Steamship
Company, our club mate was reluctantly compellel to tender his resignation

on the 2nd June, 1931, Members ars well acquainted with his proud record
athletically and officially and he carried with him the best wishes of
countless athletic friends. Ae a life member of our Club Allsyn Geinaford
will always remain a member at heart, and his counsel and advice will alwaye
be available and mppreciated.

In eonelusion I take this opportunity to thank members and officials
for their assistance throughout the year. My term of office has been one
of amicable and pleasant relations, and I fesl sure that the forthcoming
year will see cur Club once again at the tup of the tree.

All office bearera retire tonight and are eligible for re=-election
and I advise members to exercise their power of election with great care.
By electing the right man to each pesition you are epnsuring the best possible
service to the 8t, George D. A. A C.

FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE S5T. GEORGE
DISTRICT AMATEUR ATHLETIC CLUB,

WALTER J. HASLER,

Hon. Becretary.




ST. GEORGE DISTRICT AMATEUR ATHLETIC CLUB

gﬁ}anus Sheet for the Fipanuia} Year Ending 29th February, 1932,

RECEIFTS

Cash in hand,
28th Feb, 1931.
Annual Subscriptions
Rage Subscriptions
Donations
Proceeds of Sale of
Badges
Interest on Bank Afc
Miscellaneous Receipts

ASSETS

Credit Cash Balance
Badges in Hand
Starting Gun
Cartridges

lagsage Tables

Track Ropes

High Jump Stands
Hurdles

Discus

Shots

Flags

Handicap Numbers
Signs for Road Races
Numbers for Road Racas
Typewriter

Mourning Bands

£145 & 1
o
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£98 12 B

EXPENDITURE

Exponses, Hurstville Oval

Hire Hall for Meetings

Feos o Ns 5. W. A. A A,

Loss on Dances

Trophy Accounts Paid

Printing and Stationery

Maintenance and Additions
to Gear

Miscellaneous Expenditure

Tntal Expenditure

Cagh Balance

LIABILITIES

Cutstanding Orders,
1930=1931.

Hond Season (Orders,
1930-1931.

Track Ceason Orders,
1931-1032.

(redit Balance

Et
LiH
=9

1]
=
o
O D oo O

£145 6 1
e e

719 @
20 0 0
18 6 6
32 8. 2

£78 13 8
e T TR

4th March, 1932. ERNEST B. GILES,

Hon,

Treasurer.

Audited and found correct,

5. H. BINDER,

J. H. HARRIS



