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ANRNUAL REFORT

PRESEINTED TO THE MEMBERS CF THE ST. GEORGE DISTRICT AMATEUR
ATHLETIC CLUB AT THE ETGHTH ANNUAL MEETING HELD IN MASCWIC
HALL, HURSTVILLE, ON 4TH MARCH, 1928.

Gentlemen:

In placing before you, this; the 8th Annual Report and Balanne Shest for
the year ending February 28th, 1928, I oan sincerely state that the deeds ond
per formances reccrded in same have easily surpassed any of previcus jyears.

Througheut the distance season your club-mates performed with outstanding
merit, and ot the close of same, were admitted to be the champicns cf the Stats.

on the track the local hondicap fislds showed a good impravemsnt, whilst
in open competition, though not as geed eollectively as expeoted, thers were
some cutstanding individual efforts, mors gespecially among the Juniors.

IEMBERSHTE: The strength and improvement of our club may be gavged by
the folloving facts:- TFinonoiel Nembers 1927, 42; 1928, 60; 1929; B6,

Thus in 2 years o 1004 risa is showm, which is very satisfactory indsed.
Members are ta be congratulated on the way they hove brought olong new men,
whilst we should slso congratulate our sefficient Treasurer, who is responsible
for the salleating of the subscriptions. Thers is no reason why the totel
should not be agoin increassd and if members will continue in the same spirit,
T haove ne doubt but that it will be.

ACTIVE ATHLETICS =- DISTANCE SEASON (CLUB EVENTS ) :

The 1928 Season was marked By keen competition, whilst the average con-
testants per race showed an increas of € on the pravious year,

The racing was held mainly on the cross-country course ot Hurstville,
which wos more snjoyable and beneficial to the runners than the hard ronds.

Moking his first appearance with the club, B, Buttin began well by Winning
the senson's point-score from oconsistent E, Gainsaford.

5 MILES CLUB NOVICE CHAMPIONSHIP toelk place at Hurstville on June 9th, 1928,
and wos won by B. Bubton (e8,57) from W. Gillard (29m 58)) and P. Medlin (25m 1la).

cepior rurner Y. Motterson won the senled handioap held in conjunction with
on ollovwancs ‘of BB s8c8.

It is werthy of note that A, Blyth, the subsequent State Novice winner,
finished & had last in the above racs,

5 MILES SENICR ROAD CHAMPIONSHI® held at Hurstville over the usual Forest
Road course and duly won by iA. Goinsiord in 28 mins, 26 sens. R. Chadwiok nnd
a. Gainsford followsd him home, whilst A, Longhurst surprised by finishing well
in 4th place aond ensily annexing the sealed Hondicap.

OPEN HANDICAPS: Once agoin your olub enjoysd o large measurs cf success.
The first rooce wos conducted by 5t. Gecrge, namely, the "Jollsy Black Cat"
5 miles end was run un June 23rd, 1928, Of o nomination of 78 there were 84
storkers, showlng an improvement of 10 and 13 respectively on loat year,

gouth Sydney rumnner O, Chambers with an allowance of am, 20 sees. wus
First, with L, Triglone (Wist) ond G. Mattersen (8¢, G.) 2nd ond Srd,

For the 2nd year in succession cluktmate R, Wright goined fnstost time hon-
ours, sharing sams with 8. Heslketh (Wests). Their time was 15 mins. 44 secs.

On the 30th June, 1928, G. Matterson, S5t. George, gained 2nd Place to
F. Crengy of South Sydney, in the lockenzie Memorinl Cup race, but on the feol-
lowing Saturday your club begon its great run of suocesses.

The ¢. Winn 4 miles at Canterbury gave our men thelr opportunity,
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S« Gainsford was allowed 1 min. 50 se:. and scored his 2nd win in open com-
paay in convincing style, This popular sthlete gained the Bast Sydney 22 miles
trophy in 1925, A new inovatien, s teams rTace on & handicap race was also
leld, with the fine Chas Winn Cup as the trophy. By Pinishing its reguireg

6 in the first 18 rumners, your elub gsined same. This cup will be held for
12 montha,

E Baker gained 3rd place in the "Bob Tuch" Memorial, and in the last race
of the season, Exst Sydney 2% miles, St. George repsated its Cantérbury success.

A, Longhurst registered his 2nd win in open company from the 2min. 10 sees.
mari, Theugh W, Homer finished in second place, he was later disqualifisd
owing to foulty noeninations. Deapits this fact the club gained the 5. MeAliaster
Cup with a total of 15 pts, South Sydnsy gaoined 2nd place with 22 pts,

The ldafer club also won the 3. Sydney teams Raece, inflicting on St. George
thzir only metual defest in tsams races.

N. 8. WALES CHAMPICHSHIPS: As im 1527 cur club members gained § individe
ual titles out of 4, but in the teoms section they were undsfeated. Contrary
To previous years, we began rather sholdly, narrow victories veing the eass,
but at the srd of the season Bainte stood head snd shoulders zbowe all other
=lubs,

in TﬂE_FGHIGE Callabe OF NS, W ouir olhil mids histﬂry by equalling the re-
cord of the Betany Harris:s, mamely, 3 and 4 successive vietories in the in-
dividual and teams races raspectively,

As is well known the first race for the title took place on Juns 16th 1928
and from the resultont bungle, many protests emerged, A Blyth finished 3rd,
whilst the team could only do likewiss.

A Re-run was ordersd on the 14th July 1928, and Blyth and 0q, showed their
trus form,  Albert never gave any other competitor o chance, wimning by fully
200 yards. His tims was 29 mins, 48 sscs, T. Hesketh was 2nd in 30 min,

15 sges, with W, Gillard (5t, G.) 30 min. 17 seds.

Qur team was suceessful in the following order. G. Blyth 1st, N, Gillard
ard, B. Bubtiom 6th, and R, EKellcher 19th.

Ve cemgratulote the men who maode history and trust their surssssors will
bs capable of establishing o new record for the raca.

B.5,WALES SENIOR £.C.C. held ot Randwick on August 11th 1928 and won by
M.d. Mxekonzic (Weat) time 35 mins, 27 sses, from the St, George pair
#, Gainsford 25 mins, 34 secs, ond R. Wright 36 mins, 45 sacs, 8t. Gsor-o
congratulate Maeksnzis on this particulady fine effert, by which he cqualledi o
21 yr, ¢ld record. B8.W. York wos the only other athlete to giin the +itl:
3 wyrs. in succession snd 4 yrs. in all.

Por the second ysar in succession Saints gained the teams race honour;, -
with o ©otal of 49 pts. oz against West Suberbs 59 pts,

The men concerned were. A, Gainsford 2ad, R. Wright 3rd, S. Guinsford
8th, B. Baker 11th, R, Chedwick 12th snd E. J. Brooke 13th.

In the 16 MILE TRACK CHaMPIONSHIF OF N.5.W. Thold af Canterbury Racecourse
om August 18th 1928, St. Goorge nddod Turther laurels te their record,

Alleyn Goinsford came with a great run to dowm H, Bat=man, South Sydnsy,
and ineidentnlly gain his 6 successive title, a performance nbsolutely unpar-
rolled in the history of the race, His time was 54 mins., 40 secs., whilst
Bataman clocked 54 mins. 45 seea,

Inspired by Their coptain's great offort, his teamemates ensily out-
distanced their opponsnte ond in rocording the total of 38 pta. finished as fol-
lows: A Gainsford 1st, S. Gainsford 5th R. Chawick 6th, R, Wiright Tth,

B. Button 8th, and B, Baker 11th.

This sucesss was the first for your ¢lub, theugh in 1926, we were the best
teonm in N.§.Wales finishing 2rd to the Vietorian team S+. Steplicr: Havriers.
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N.5,WALES 15 MILES CHAMPIONSHIP HELD CN SEPTEMBER 15TH, 1928; AT MANLY.

To sing the proaises of one's own ¢lub may get monotenous, but once agaln
the nbove race was o triumph for 5t. George.

As Gainsford retoined his title for the 3rd year in successicn, this time
ir the record elccking of 1 hour 25 mins, 9 secs, The previous best was made
by W. Re Corbin in 1913, wvig., 1 hour 5 mins, 3B seas,.

R, Batemon (8. Sydney) ogain filled 2nd place, whilst R. Chodwick (St. G.)
surprised by finishing well in 3rd position, Congratulations "Bob" on eusily
the best effort of your ocareer.

Tn the teams race Saints not only won, but nearly scored ao possible cf
i0 pts. A+ Gainsford lst, R. Chodwick 3rd, E, Boker 4th, and 8. Gainsford 5th,

Total 13 Pts.

ot sotisfied with the above fine efforts, A. Goinsford also took out the
sealed hondiocop trophy from the mark of hencur, Truly a triumphant day for
vour club,

RECORD OF i. GAINSFORD: The deeds of our popular captain are indeed o
by-word, ond he has reached a standard which has rarely if ever been attained

before in the onnols of Athletie history.

Gainsford first competed in semi Stote Championships in 1921, and his
record is ns follows:=

b mile or 10,000 Motres. 10 mile, 12 mile or 15 mile
or Manly Moraothon.
1821 26th

22 4th 2nd Znd
23 Ath oth ard
24 drd let énd
26 3rd 1st 2nd
28 4th lst lat
an drd lat lst
28 end let lat

In 1925 he represented New South Wales in the Australasion C.C.C. ot
Rondwiol and wos o member of the winning team. 1925 saw him trip to New
Zealord, in vwhich race New South Wales were defeated by the home side, At
Adelaide in 1927, Goineford agair competed for New South Wales, but the team
met with defeat at the hands of Vieteria,

In addition to ths aobove he now holds the following records:-

8 miles State 31 mins., 49 secs. 10,000 Metres State 32 mins. B8 seos.
7 n i 37 0 14_4_#/5 n A 15, 000 i 1 49 # EE"'E/KE "
g " N4 M 4)-2/B " '

9 11 i '&B n 5#1/5 n

10 " W B3 " Ble-3/5 "

In shattering the above records up to 10 miles, Gainsford was nssisted by
clubmates, The attempt took plaoce at University Oval No. 1 on September 4th,
1928, with the moin ebject, the lowering of H., L. Shenyes' record of 54 mins.
2 seos, for 10 miles, The figures obuve show how suooessful the attempt wos.

Gainsford also holds the 3 mile traock record of his olub ot 15 mins, 356 sccs.
whilst hie 28 mins, 17 seoa, aomstitutes o record for tho & miles road oourse

et Hurstville.

Despite the sbove list, Alleyn's offorts in the 10 mile Track C. have
erooted a differont kind of rocord., Five sucocessive wing, also b in all is=,
by 2 years onsily the best. With 3 wins in the Manly Marathon he 1s chasing
4. Hayden's (Bet.) record of 5 wins, incidently being the first mon to complote

the hat-trick.

Stronge to soy, the only actual success in Open handicaps thot Crninsford
Fea prined was tho St. Goorge & miles, conducted by our Club, Ho won easlly
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Strangsto say, the only actual sucesss in Open hendicap that Gainsford has
grined was the St. George 3 milea, conduected by cur eluk, He won ensily from
whe 1 minute mark, in fastest time,

In hiec whole pareér he haos only retired from ene race, namely the
Australisn 26 mile Marathon, while when in this Statehas rarsly migsed a race,

Added to this he has bhsen 4 most efficient officinl of the club, He
hald the relas of club Secretory in the years 1021, 22-23, and on his retirement
from ssme was rewarded with a life membership of the elub,

He now holds varicus offices in the club, whilst he hos held the office of
Hom, Race 3acty. of the N.38.W. A.A.A. for the past eighteen monmths.

Truly the above is p most inspiring record., The clut has nt various times
nrd in many ways recognised the efforte of this sterling athlete and member, but
I doubt if we will ever be able to repay our club mate for his unstinted atten-
tinn,

Ir conclusion, I sincersly trust that he will comtinue to enlarge on his
records and that members will endeavour to follow in hie footsteps, nd by doing
s0, reward his unbiring efferts to meke our club one of the leading all-round
bodies of this Stnate,

Troclk Semson Club Events, With good weather prevailing the mid-week sports
7org carrisd out with grest success: A record nurber of new msn oppeared and
somp showed distinet promise; the moet notable perhaps wore L., Brennan and
. WcKenzie,

The point Seore for the season stands as follows, 'L, Rronnon 44 pts, leadw
ing C¢ Lund 38 pts, and H, Bennett ard B, Shisles 38 Pta,

Inter-olub Competition., 8%, George competed in the B, Divieion, but did
not parfore 1n keeplng with talent svaileble, The old stery of merbars not
furning out mitigoted ogainst our chmmeoes, Some of the Senisrs have been bod
nffenders and it weuld be o good poliey to encourage the juniors, by sslecting
them in futurae,

Club Championshipe, held at Hurstville Oval (com. Jan. 26th 1929) and
Uriveraity Oval (com. Feb., 9th 1929),

Hot wenthor caused muny postponements and up-to-date the following have baen
dj:id&d!

SENIOR.
100 yards E. Grove 10-2/5a., Javelon B. Shicles 146!
ABC A, Blyth 2 m. 1%5. Disgus W, McKenzie 10%) B4
3 wile run M.d, Maloney 17 m, 44-3/Bs, Hop, Step and Jump L, Breanan 42t 2"
BN wnlle n ar {0 Efbﬁt
RS " " T me 482,
440 yds, Hurdles H, Bonnott 81=2/5%h 8,

JUNIOR.
220 yids, L, Brennen 28 soes, Javelon B. Bheles L1481
980 yds, B, Shiecles 2m, 23=1/F s, Discus Le Broman 67! 114
1 wile run M, Young B m, 12-2/5 s. Hop, Step, Jump n 421 2"
1% 1b, Shot Putt. L, Brennan 341 §" 120 yds, Hurdles . 20=1/5 s,

Cutstanding in the Sanlor Events was the record smashing run of 4, Blyths,
In the 860 yds, he eclocked 2 m, 13 8., broaking the formor record of 2 m, 7=1/6 =8,
by 5-7/10 8. B. Groves rcduced the 1C0 yde. record to 10-2/5, whilst H, Benneth
inverod his own 440 yds. Hurdles record by 2/6 scos. B, Shioles breke Lhe
Jrrelon throw record by 1V, his offort being 1487,

In ths Juniors L, Bremmen improved sn E, Kells 00 g5 py 1 45", His
Viort of 42! 2" also gained him the Senior Title, That Bronnan, teo, is a
vorsntile athlote was proved when he won § Juninr and 1 Senior Titles,
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DUNN SHIELD contest held at Sports Ground ¢n Dee. lst and 8th, 1328, Won
by East, Sydney #.A.C. We congratulate them on the vietory, a dus rewsrd fer
perseverance of the last few years. Of our ovm athlstes, A. Blyth performsd
best with 3rd place in the 1 and 3 mile runs. A. Browm and O, latson gained
Znd place in the High Junp and Javelon respectivesly.

W,.S.,WALES TRACK CHAMPICHSHIPS held at University Ovel, Feb. 16th; 1923,
end jonly Oval, Feb, 2ord, 27th and lecch énd; 15¢S.

Feb. 16th marked a day of triumph for 2 of our most promising Juniors.

B, Shislfs surprised even his ovm club-mates, when he set 2 mew figure
in the Javelon Throw. His effort of 144! E=" was some 15! or 20! better than
the previcue recerd, Then one copsiders that "Bert” has only throvm the
implement most casuslly during training, it malkes hiz effort even mcre remark-

able,
Shisles also finished 3rd in the 120 yds. Hurdles,

Cur other record-breaker, L. Bremncm, tock out the Hop, Step and Jump
with a great lesp of 44! 112", (State Junior Becord.) For a Junior fruly =
wonderful leap, Though only placed 3rd in the Broad Jump, his Jjump of gxy 1°
vis better than the existing record.

4t Manly on Feb. 27th, our athletes apsin did well. 0. Matson gained
2nd place in the Jaovelon Throw for the 3rd suUccessive yeir.  fe. Blytk finished
Zrd in the 1 mile run, whilst E. Bernett made club history by finishing 3rd in
the 440 yds. flat. BHe is the first othlete to goin o place in o sprint

chompionship,

L. Brennen added to his laurels by running 2nd in the Junior 1CC yds. and
ke also tisd with 4 others for 2nd place in the High Jump.

LADTES SECTICH:

That the venture of forming = Ladies Secticn of our club will be & prebabls
success, is grently emhanesd by their performances in the State Champienchips.
Tn the Junior 50 yds., Miss N. Gould ran well to goin Znd place, and with mors
sxperience will undoubtedly improve.

Short of comdition, Miss E. Robinson, the Clympic runner, could only
£411 3rd pluce in the Senior 50 yds.

In the 850 yds. Relay the lodies put up o real high elass performance by
lowering ths record of to

i sses Robinscn, Gould, Fhillips and Stapleton comprised the team.

With such a well-trovelled performer as Miss Robinsen ot the helm, the
club should not lack proper supervision. The seid lady is very optomi stie i1
regard to the future, The membership roll smbroces ot present some 12 to 14

1pdies,

E P

OPEH HANDICAPS: A. li. Browne cpensd the seasonm well by annexing the
High Jump handicap at the Manly Sports on September 13th, 1528, He was
2licwed 2.

it Maseot onm Feb. 18%h, 1529, H. Bennett rscordsd his first win in open
company when he led the field home in the 440 yds. Hurdles, He was cllaved
1Z yards ond reecrded the smert time of 56 secs, Censistent training has mads
a great improvement im our club champicm.

GENERAL EEVIEW OF YEAR!'S ATHLETICS: it the elm e of the distence scoson,
St, George wers undefeated champioms of the State. I do not recall 2 similar

record on the part of any other club,

When one considers that the mainstays of the team ars still young and
have = number of seasons befors thom, also o few new men are very promising,

e



it is not to be wondered at; that we ire wery sonzuine of maintaining our
wonderful record.

Whilst our distonec runmmers are on established fact, on the track we may
aiso hope for similar future successes.

Of the runners A, Blythe shows distinet promise, without a doubt he is
a middle-distancs runner of claoss ond if he trains methodieally he will surely
attain State honcurs,

H. Bennstt's continued improvement over the hurdles might wsll cuindnate
in Ztatle honours. Hy has s=t un exumple to others in regard to training,
for no othecr athlete traimed sv hord as Harold,

In ths Jumping aantiﬁn, the standerd is wvery zood, |Hop, Step and
Jumps, G.G. Crispo (45! 108"); L, Bremman (44! 111") and H, Lleweilym (421)
should with proper coaching improve cormsiderably. Though all may net wia
the highest honours, I feel surs that one of these sthletes will do so before

long,

With the neor retirement of 0. and F. Motson, o big zop will be f=1t
in the Ficld Gomes, but I think the club possess mun who should be capable
of takding their plaoces,

W, MoHenzie has hurled the Disecus well over 100! and also showm promise
in the Javelin ond Shot Pult, €. Lund has zlso shovn good form in tho Discus
onc Hommer, whilst B, Shieles has proved the find of tho seasom in the Javelon
Throw, Surely this lad, a mers nevice of the gort, can improve on his first
compotition throw, At all events, I predict a fine futurs for him and feel
surs he will, in the near future, bring sonior honcurs to our slub,

By ceguiring various implements the club have given its members the cppor-
tunity to proctise keenly and I hope they will avail themselves of it.

While cn the subject of training, I rom of the firm opinion that great
succssscs of the distonee rumners was due, to o great extent; to the right
training cach week ot Hurstvills Cval. TWhen the Troek meén realise the neces-
sity of religious training, they will net only reap the benefit themselves, but
will make St, Gevrge stand out in Summer, in o like mammer as the Winter scetion.

BALARCE SHEET: The balane¢ sheet shows a slight credit balance, somewhat

lower than thc provious your. By carsful contomplation you will bg able to
aceount for the decrecse,

Bonsfits goined by yourselves must deplete the club funds, lembers,
hére is your cpportunity. Bring along more new membors, kesp on the finaneial
side yoursslf, and thus you will increasse ocur credit-balunce.

THAWES ore due te those who rendered us support dwing the year; as
follows:= Mr, A. C, Willis £1: 2: 0; E. J. Brooke £1: 1: 0; J. McGrath £1: 1I: 0,
Re Tiright £1: 1: 0, W, Hasler £3: 3: 0, J. J. Walsh £1:11: 83 Mrs. Colvin ond
lir. L. Dunbar, who gove us grcat assistznee at the Oval on Treining nights.

In conclusion, I wish to thank 21l memhers omd officials of the e¢lub who
have given me their very much apprecicted nssistonce during my term of Offiec,

ALL CFFICE-BEARFRS rctire to-pight, but ars olipgible for re-cleetion,
By olecting men who have the welfare of your club ot heart, you will be advanc-
ing the St. George D.A.A.C. yet another step towsrds the top of the loddor.

Hormeny ond good-fellowship among slub men give the club = solid founda-
tien and by remaining steadfast to the above znd your smatour principles you
will snsure not only the future of the 3t. Goorge District imetour Athlotie
Club, but tho future manlincss and high standing of your om solves,

For and on behalf of the St. George Distriet fmateur fthletic Club,

WAL TER . HASLER,
Horm. Sorrotors.



ST, GEORGE DISTRICT ANMATURE  ATHLETIC CLUB,

BALANCE SHEET FOR YEAR ENDING BTH FEB,, 1929,

RECEIPIS, EXPENDITURE,
Gash in Hand, March 1923. £39:18: 7 Trophy accounts paid £32: 3¢ 8
Membe: Arnuel wbseriptions 17: 4: 6 Affilistion Fae 31 3 O
Danetions: = Interclub -=- Dunrn Shield
and other feas Bt 71 6
J. MeGrath, £1l: 1; O
R. Wright, 1: 1: 0 Hurstville Oval Lighting A/c 8: 0: 0
E. ?roake, 1y d 10 Hurstville Oval Caretaker's
d, Walsh, l:11: 6 Ao 4:10: O
", Hasler, 3: %5 0O '
Lnonymons 3:10: 0O 11: 7: 6 Hurstville School of Arts Afc  2: 6: 8
Rece Fesg 36:18: © Additions & Renswals, to Club
dale of Badges, 14, g Apparabus H/Oval, Ts 814 7
Sele of Fhotogrsphs, 1:12; ¢ Certificsates, Printing etec, gr B: O
Isterest cn Bank 4/o 1: 3; 1 Insurance "Winn" Cup 14:10
Migscelleneous Receipts. T:17: 4 Fhotographs of Distarcs Teams 6: 6: 0
Refreshments, Ann, leeting 21 51 4%
Donation to A. Gainsford 10: 0: O
£116316: 3 £92:14: 5%
Cazh in Hend 24: l: 95
£116:16¢ 3 £116:161 3
ASSETS, LIABILITIES,
Caosh in Hend £24: 1; 8% Qustending Orders IT: B¢ 8
Credit Belance 6:16: %3
£24: 1: 5% £24: 1: 9%
4th March, 1829. Earnsst E, Giles Audited and found correot, 4th March 1829

Hon, Treasurer, John H, Harris, 8. H. Binder.



