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ATHLETICS.

NOVICE CHAMPIONSHIP,
WON BY F. H. BAILEY,

F. H. Bailey, of the South Svdner A.A.C. estab.
iished am upusual record on Saturday last, when, for
the second year he HBnished Brst In the five miles
novice cross-country clumpionship of New South Wales,
In 1922 Bailey gained an easy virtory, but as the
rest it of an objection lodged regarding his eligibility
to participate, be waa Jdisqualified. Hav been re-
instated siuce, the question arose whether was A
novice, and this was detated at length by the coun-
cil of the New Suuth Walea Amateur Athletic Ass-
ciation. That body decided that, having been de-
prived of lust year's event, and his name bLeing eliwi-
tnatsd from the list of placed men, Bailey was en-
titlad to compete on Baturday.

The race war the cleventh promoted by the East
Ddoney AAL.  Omguuised in 1011, the conditions are

4. 8 competitor must not have won a prize in any
open mee of two miles or further. In the opening
year the event carried only individual honours, but
in 1912, a teums’ race was armmanged o conjunction
with the championship, with unlimited mominations,
the Arst four wen of & club to count, The race has
been held annug!ly, except in 1017 and 1818,

S.xty entries were received, and of that number &
conpeted, with five clubs contesting team houours,
Although Bailey was voted a sure winner of the -
divdual title, opinions differed as to the uliimate re-
sul: of the teams' race. Each club talent
of higher quality than In some p ing years, but
Botany wupporters were counfident of
Lot ours won last year,

After circling Lyne Park, T. O'Brien, of East Byd-
Mey, wos earliest to assume the lead, and he crossed
the creek with Bailey nearest, L. Tutt and A.
rGreen followed, and they were later joined by C.
Botter. Green r ved nearer whem two miles had
been emered, and before the next mile was reached
be was leuding Hailey, Souter, and Tutt. In New
Satth Hewd road sonter and Bailey wers together, fol-
lov ed h{ Tutt, Balley waw confident that he could
wity, svd thus reserved his effort for the final stages
of the race. The South Sylney man raced . vay from
Souter on the park, and breasted the tape five seconds
aheud of the Botany representative., Dennett, wha
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aheud of the Botany representative, Dennett, wha
parsed Tutt on the road, filled third place two secands
lelbind Souter. Balley's time wgs 30m 13s. This s
slower than last yeur, but he could have fmproved
corgulerably o bis previous effort, had bhe been
| setiously test Comparisons of past races for the
(titte are salueless, because each vear allerattong in
the route have been nocessary owing to bulldings be-
ing erected on the course. Baihf i the most promis-
ing long distance runner seen for many years. lle
weuid probably have won the senior title last year
hal be been permitted to compete. He is 23 years
ags, wnd has shown that he possesses pace and stay-
ing power by bis performances on track, road, ad |
cross country.  Bailey will be a valuable acquidition
to the Bouth Sydney Mub in the forthcoming distance
champlonships, and” with M. J. MacKenzie gnd H. L.
Sheaves, who last year filled the leading places in
the five and 10 miles champlonships, this club's pros-
Fpects of securing the teams’ titles are very bright.
‘h-iln should be rmnmwnt in the State champlon-
shipe, and Austrolasian honours are quite posaible
for him in the hiennial race fixed for A wext.
Jotany Harrien” tewn of four fAnished inside gixth
plice last year, and the club's fourth man on Batuf-
day wus seventh, A total of 18 nts was & most
craditable performance, and brought the Botany re-
presenfatives the teams' supremacy, This club has
al'vay¢ been conspicuoms in lorg distauce racing, and
it is gratifying that the novices each year svek to
eniulate the deeds of Botany’s representatives of the
Muit. In Souter, the club has a promising runner, He
competed in last year's movice ruce, but did mot dis-
pliv his club fornn in that eviut. Denmett 1 mears

to he suited to long distar the manner in
whirh be came through the ﬂ:]db{n the concluding
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Stiges. Bouth Sydney was 22 points behind in the
teims' race, and St. George in third place totalled
51 points.  The last-named cludb was unfortunately
w thout the mervices of Its best novice, L. J. Brodie.
K. Brierley, the cadet champlon, was 8t [
cli’s fret man, in ninth place. L. Tutt, who las
bheen comspicuous in Fast Svdney road races was his
clib’s best man, fAnishing fourth, and he was followed
heme by the Rose Bay distance title holder, A.
Green. Results:—

INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIP.
F. H. Bailey (South Sydney A.A.C.), actual time
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G, Sovtar (Botany Harriers), 30m 20w
H. Deunctt (Botany Harriers), 30m 228 ....cveeeeee 3

L. Tutt (Fast Sydney), 80m 4; A Green (Rose
Bey), dhm 43a. 6; A. Cawpbell (Botany), 30w s, 6;
K. McAlpine (Botany), 81m 5e, 7; D. Sims (Botany), 81m
105, 5 h. Brierley (S5t GUeoire). Rim i, 0 P Madlin




K. McAlpine (Botany), 831m bs, 7; D. Sims (Botany), 81m
105, »; h. Brierley (St. Ueovige), 8lm &ds, 9; P. Medlin
(S, Grorge), 82 6s, 10: T. Millard (South Sydogy),
Sm §0s, 11; B, F. Hunt (South Bydney), 1%



